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Summary 
 
Archaeology South-East (a division of the Centre for Applied Archaeology 
UCL) has been commissioned by Mackellar Schwerdt Architects Ltd to carry 
out an archaeological appraisal in relation to the proposed development at 
Meridian Community Primary School, Peacehaven, East Sussex. The 
appraisal comprises a desk-based assessment (DBA) and walkover survey. 
The assessment has concluded that: 
 

 The Site lies within the Epinay Park Archaeological Priority Area, 
designated as such for high potential for prehistoric archaeological 
remains; 

 
 The Study Area contains numerous entries for prehistoric deposits 

and sites, although none are known to be located within the Site area 
itself; 

 
 The Site has good potential for as yet unknown non-designated 

heritage assets (archaeological remains), particularly dating to the 
prehistoric period in the area of the playing field, to the south of the 
Site.  

 
 The construction of a new building within the north-eastern area of the 

Site also has the potential to impact up archaeological remains. 
 

 The remaining areas in which work is proposed are likely to have 
been heavily truncated during the construction of the school and are 
considered highly unlikely to contain any archaeological deposits.   

 
 It is recommended that an archaeological evaluation by trial trenching 

is undertaken ahead of groundworks to establish the presence or 
absence, and condition of survival of any archaeological deposits at 
the Site, should they be present at the Site.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Archaeology South-East (a division of the Centre for Applied Archaeology 

UCL) has been commissioned by Mackellar Schwerdt Architects Ltd to carry 
out an archaeological appraisal in relation to proposed works at Meridian 
Community Primary School, Peacehaven, East Sussex. The appraisal 
comprises a desk-based assessment (DBA) and preliminary walkover survey 
(Fig. 1).  

 
1.2 This report follows the recommendations set out by the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists in their Standards and Guidance for archaeological desk-
based assessment (CIfA 2014). The aim of this assessment is to present a 
synthesis of readily available archaeological and historical data relating to the 
Site and its environs, in order to identify any known or potential heritage 
assets within the Site. This information has been used, where possible, to 
ascertain the location, extent, date, character, condition and significance of 
any identified heritage assets and to consider the likely impact of the proposed 
development upon them. 

 
1.3 The Site is centred on National Grid Reference 541437 102378, and covers 

an area of c. 2.0ha. For the purposes of this assessment, the extents of the 
Site have been taken to be those identified in the plans provided by the client. 
For the purposes of the archaeological assessment a wider Study Area of 1 
km radius has been considered to place the Site within its wider context (Fig. 
1). Information beyond this limit has been included where considered relevant. 

 
1.4 In drawing up this desk-based assessment, cartographic and documentary 

sources and archaeological data relating to the Study Area were obtained 
from the Historic Environment Record (HER) held by East Sussex County 
Council (Report No. 096/16) and from the East Sussex Record Office (The 
Keep, Falmer). Listed Building and Conservation Area data was acquired from 
Historic England and Lewes District Council. Relevant sources held within the 
Archaeology South-East library were utilised, and appropriate on-line 
databases interrogated. These included: Heritage Gateway, National Heritage 
List for England, and the Magic website, which holds government digital data 
on designated sites (Scheduled Monuments, Registered Historic Parks and 
Gardens and Registered Historic Battlefields) in GIS map form. It should be 
noted that other material may be held in other collections. 

 
1.5 It should be noted that this form of non-intrusive appraisal cannot be seen to 

be a definitive statement of the presence or absence of archaeological 
remains within any area but rather as an indicator of the area’s potential 
based on existing information. Further non-intrusive and intrusive 
investigations such as geophysical surveys and machine-excavated trial 
trenching may be needed to conclusively define the presence/absence, 
character and quality of any archaeological remains.  
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2.0 SITE TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 
 
2.1 Location and Topography 
 
2.1.1 The Site, Meridian Community Primary School, is located within a residential 

area in Peacehaven, located east of Brighton in East Sussex (Fig. 2). 
 
2.1.2 The Site is located on ground that slopes southwards from c. 61m AOD to 

54m AOD (Fig. 3). The school has two main terraced areas cut into the 
sloping ground in the northern part of the Site, upon which the main buildings 
and extant hard surface playing areas are located. The south of the Site is 
formed by a sloping grassed area that is used as a play area.   

 
2.1.3 The Site is bound by residential property boundaries in all directions. The 

northern Site boundary is also formed of the boundary of Epinay Park, and a 
depot yard.  

 
2.2 Geology 
 
2.2.1 According to the British Geological Survey 1:50,000 scale geological mapping 

available online1, the geology of the southern half of the Site comprises 
Newhaven Chalk Formation. The Northern half of the Site is comprised of a 
deposit of Lambeth Group Clays which over lays the Newhaven Chalk 
Formation. 

 
  

                                                 
1 http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html, accessed 15/02/2016. 
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3.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND 
 
 National Planning Policy 
 
3.1 National Planning Policy Framework 
 
3.1.1 Government policies relating to planning are given in the National Planning 

Policy Framework. Section 12 (paragraphs 126 – 141) of the Framework 
(Conserving and enhancing the historic environment) outlines policies relating 
to the historic environment and the key role it plays in the Government’s 
definition of sustainable development, the principle which underpins the 
document. 

 
3.1.2 The Framework requires that local planning authorities ‘should set out in their 

Local Plan a positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the 
historic environment’, recognising that ‘heritage assets are an irreplaceable 
resource’ and should be conserved ‘in a manner appropriate to their 
significance’. 

 
3.1.3 The Framework requires that planning applicants should ‘describe the 

significance of any heritage assets affected’ by their application, ‘including any 
contribution made by their setting’. 

 
3.1.4 The NPPF is supported by Planning Policy Guidance, launched in March 2014 

(http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/). In specific relation to historic 
environment issues, further guidance is provided by Historic Environment 
Good Practice Advice in Planning Notes 1 to 3, issued by Historic England 
and the Historic Environment Forum. 

 (http://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/). 
 

 Local Planning Policy 
 
3.2 Lewes District Local Plan  
 
3.2.1 The Lewes District Local Plan was adopted in March 2003 and sets out the 

current planning strategy for the District. It is under review and will ultimately 
be replaced by the Local Development Framework. Policies relevant to the 
Site are detailed below. The number reflects that of the Local Plan document: 

 
 Listed Buildings 

H2 Consent will not be granted for any proposal which: 

(a) involves the demolition of a listed building unless the Council is 
satisfied that every possible effort has been made to continue its 
present use or find a suitable new use; that preservation in some 
form of charitable or community ownership is not suitable or 
possible; or that redevelopment would produce substantial benefits 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/
http://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/
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for the community which would decisively outweigh the loss 
resulting from demolition. Where demolition can be justified, 
consent will not be granted until there are approved detailed plans 
for redevelopment and development is about to commence. The 
Council will seek, by legal agreement or condition, to ensure that 
demolition will be immediately followed by redevelopment. Consent 
will not be granted for the partial demolition of a listed building, 
except the removal of additions which are of no historic or 
architectural interest, and where there is an overall improvement to 
the listed building 

(b) would adversely affect the architectural or historic character of 
a listed building, its internal or external features of special 
architectural or historic interest, or its setting. 

8.3 Listed buildings contribute towards the special character and identity of 
the Plan Area and the heritage to be safeguarded for future generations. 

8.4 There will be a presumption in favour of the preservation of buildings 
statutorily listed as being of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. These 
buildings represent a finite national and local resource and are an 
irreplaceable asset. Legislation provides that listed building consent is 
required for the demolition, in whole or in part, of listed buildings and for works 
of alteration or extension which would affect its character. Listed building 
consent is required even when demolition or alteration does not constitute 
development requiring planning permission. The policies in this Plan relate to 
development which may require planning permission and listed building 
consent. 

8.5 Where alterations or extensions are proposed to listed buildings the 
District Council will require the use of materials which are justifiable and fully 
compatible. This will often mean traditional materials. However, extensions 
which utilise non traditional materials may be acceptable provided they are 
truly complementary and of a high standard of design. In considering 
development the District Council will have regard to the importance of the 
building, its special features, setting and contribution to the local scene.  
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Archaeological Sites 

H9 The District Council will not permit development which would 
have an adverse effect on Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other 
nationally and locally important archaeological monuments and their 
settings.  

H10 Where, exceptionally, planning permission is granted for 
development affecting Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other 
nationally and locally important archaeological monuments, and 
their settings, the applicant will be required to provide for their in-
situ preservation. On sites where the District Council is satisfied that 
this preferred approach is not justified, proper provision should be 
made for the excavation and recording of archaeological remains 
prior to and during development, as may be appropriate.  

H11 On sites of known archaeological significance or interest, the 
District Council will ensure that the archaeological aspects of 
development proposals are assessed before planning applications 
are determined. Planning permission will not normally be granted 
where there is not an adequate assessment of archaeological 
implications. 

8.21 In the Plan Area there are a considerable number of archaeological sites 
which have been given national recognition and protection from destruction by 
designation as Ancient Monuments. In addition, there are sites identified by 
the County Council which are known to have archaeological interest. More 
generally, it is now known that the zone of land which extends from the foot of 
the northern scarp slope of the downs up to and including the greensand ridge 
(which is adjacent to the A27) is of considerable archaeological potential and 
the District Council will wish to ensure the opportunities are not lost to 
investigate all sites of development in this area. 

8.22 Where nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled 
or not, and their settings are affected by the proposed development, planning 
permission will not normally be granted for proposals which would involve 
significant impact on the setting of visible remains. The case for preservation 
of archaeological remains will, however, be assessed on the individual merits 
of each case. 
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8.23 Archaeological remains should be seen as a finite and non-renewable 
resource which are in many cases highly fragile and vulnerable to damage. 
Particular care must, therefore, be taken to ensure that archaeological 
remains are not needlessly or thoughtlessly destroyed by development. 

8.24 It is important that in the exceptional circumstances where development 
is permitted on such sites, archaeological remains are preserved as they are 
part of the heritage of the District as well as being of academic and 
educational significance. 

8.25 In cases where it is considered that the preferred approach of physical 
preservation in situ of archaeological remains is not justified in the 
circumstances of the case and that development resulting in the destruction of 
archaeological remains should proceed, the District Council will wish to satisfy 
itself before granting planning permission that the developer has made 
appropriate and satisfactory provision for the excavation and recording of the 
remains. Such excavation and recording would be carried out before 
development commences.  
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 Introduction 
 
4.1.1 The following section summarises the known information relating to 

designated and non-designated heritage assets in the Study Area derived 
from the sources set out in 1.4 and including additional heritage assets, where 
appropriate, identified from field survey. The identified heritage assets have 
been assigned an identifying number shown in bold in the text, and are 
tabulated in Appendix 1 and shown plotted on Fig. 1. 

 
4.2 Heritage Assets 
 
4.2.1 Heritage assets comprise a site, building, place, area or landscape of heritage 

interest and thus include buildings, archaeological sites and landscape 
features such as ancient woodland and hedgerows. Designated heritage 
assets are designated by statute, while non-designated heritage assets can be 
locally listed by the local planning authority and/or listed on county historic 
environment record databases, although this is not a definitive record of 
potential heritage assets – further examples may exist in an unrecognised or 
unrecorded form and absence from the HER database does not reduce or 
negate the significance of any potential heritage asset. 

 
 Designated Heritage Assets  
 
 Scheduled Monuments (SM) 
 
4.2.2 The Site does not contain any, or lie adjacent to any Scheduled Monuments 

(SM) and there are no SM’s within the Study Area.  
 
 Listed Buildings 
 
4.2.3 The Site does not contain any, or lie adjacent to any Listed Buildings. 
 
4.2.4 There are seven Listed Buildings within the Study Area. These are all Grade II 

Listed:  
 

 (38) Halcombe Farmhouse -17th century, located c. 750m northeast of 
the Site; 

 
 (39) Hoddern Farmhouse - 18th century, located c. 700m east of the 

Site; 
 
 (40) Former Cartshed/Hayloft c. 30m to the north-east of Hoddern 

Farmhouse - 18th – 19th century, located c. 750m east of the Site; 
 
 (41) Large Barn at Hoddern Farm about 10m to the south-east of 

Farmhouse - 18th century, located c. 750m east of the Site; 
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 (42) Small Barn at Hoddern Farm about 30m to the east of Farmhouse - 
18th century, located c. 750m east of the Site; 

 
 (43) White Cottage - 19th century, located c. 1.2km north-west of the 

Site; 
 
 (44) Former Shepherd's Hut in the Garden of Promises, No 8 Stanley 

Road - 19th century, located c. 500m west of the Site. 
 
 Conservation Areas 
 
4.2.5 The Site is not situated within or adjacent to any Conservation Areas. 
 
4.2.6 The nearest Conservation Area is located c. 1.3km to the northwest of the 

Site: 
 

 Telscombe Village Conservation Area. 
 
4.2.7 There are no examples of the following designated heritage assets within the 

Study Area: Registered Historic Parks, Historic Battlefields and Historic 
Wrecks. 

 
 Non-Designated Heritage Assets 
 
 Archaeological Notification Areas (ANA) 
 
4.2.8 These are local designations with no statutory protection, identified on Local 

Plan Proposals Maps and the HER as guidance for planning decisions. The 
Site lies within the following ANA: 

 
 ANA 47 – Epinay Park (Woolwich Beds Prehistoric potential);  

 
4.2.9 There are a further 13 ANAs within the wider Study Area: 
 

 ANA 152 - Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue - Mesolithic and Neolithic 
sites - DES8556, located c. 1km southwest of the Site; 
 

 ANA 146 - Deans Farm - DES8550, located c. 1.3km northeast of the 
Site; 

 
 ANA 1228 - Glynn Road (east) - Woolwich Beds Prehistoric potential -

DES9632, located c. 300m southeast of the Site; 
 

 ANA  1294 – Halcombe - Medieval settlement - DES9727, located c. 
1.2km northeast of the Site; 

 
 ANA 1014 - Halcombe Farm - Medieval and post-medieval farm 

complex - DES9418, located 950m northeast of the Site; 
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 ANA 153 - Hoddern Farm - Mesolithic and Neolithic sites - DES8557, 

located c. 700m east of the Site; 
 

 ANA 667 - Lodge Hill - Prehistoric barrows - DES9071, located c. 1.1km 
northeast of the Site; 

 
 ANA 150 - Peacehaven West - Woolwich Beds Prehistoric potential - 

DES8554, located c. 250m east of the Site; 
 

 ANA 1230 - Shannon Close - Woolwich Beds Prehistoric potential - 
DES9634, located c. 900m to the west of the Site; 

 
 ANA 144 - Southease Hill - Prehistoric fieldsystem - DES8548, located 

c. 1.2km north of the Site; 
 

 ANA 67 - Telscombe - Multi period landscape - DES8471, located c. 
1km northwest of the Site; 

 
 ANA 149 - Telscombe Cliffe - Woolwich Beds Prehistoric potential - 

DES8553, located c. 1km southwest of the Site. 
 
4.2.10 The HER records numerous non-designated heritage assets with the wider 

Study Area. These are discussed below by relevant period.  
 
4.3 Archaeological Periods 
 
4.3.1 The timescale of the archaeological periods referred to in this report is shown 

below. The periods are given their usual titles. It should be noted that for most 
cultural heritage assessment purposes the boundaries between them are not 
sharply distinguished, even where definite dates based on historical events 
are used. All site numbers refer to Fig. 1. 

 
Prehistoric: Palaeolithic (c. 750,000 BC - c. 10,000 BC) 
Prehistoric: Mesolithic (c. 10,000 BC - c.5,000 BC) 
Prehistoric: Neolithic (c. 5,000 BC - c.2,300 BC) 
Prehistoric: Bronze Age (c. 2,300 BC - c. 600 BC) 
Prehistoric: Iron Age (c. 600 BC - AD 43) 
Romano-British (AD 43 - c. AD 410) 
Early Medieval (c. AD 410 - AD 1066) 
Medieval (AD 1066 - AD 1540)  
Post-medieval (AD 1540 to date) 

 
4.4 Historic Landscape Character 

 
4.4.1 According to the Sussex Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) database 

curated by ESHER, the Site lies within an area of ‘planned estate’, comprising 
20th century residential development.  
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4.5 Previous Archaeological Investigations 
 
4.5.1 One previous archaeological investigation has been conducted within the Site.  
 

 In 2009, Archaeology South-East undertook a watching brief during the 
excavations for the foundations of a temporary classroom at Meridian 
Primary School (49). The Site of the temporary class room is located at 
the northern extent of the grass playing field area, south of the main 
school buildings. The watching brief did not reveal any archaeological 
finds or deposits, and recorded that the site was located with an area of 
re-deposited natural material.  

 
4.5.2 Further events that have taken place within the 1km Study Area are discussed 

in the text below, by relevant period.  
 
4.6 Early Prehistoric 
 
4.6.1 The earliest evidence of activity known from the Peacehaven area is of 

Palaeolithic date and comprises stray finds of a struck flint. A single handaxe 
may have been found, possibly associated with the Clay-with-Flint deposits 
that once masked the chalk. Mesolithic activity in the area is evidenced by a 
number of assemblages of flintwork that have been found concentrated on the 
Woolwich Beds deposits that overlie the chalk in localised areas in and around 
the Study Area. These form a discrete concentration of Mesolithic material on 
the downland; the majority of findspots in Sussex are known from the High 
Weald and the river valleys. The material relates to nomadic hunter-gatherer 
communities exploiting a number of different resource locations. Further 
limited evidence for Mesolithic activity has been recorded in recent 
excavations within Peacehaven. By the Neolithic period, settled agriculture 
had begun to develop. A number of sites are known on the downland, 
including causewayed enclosures at Whitehawk and Offham, long barrows 
and numerous finds of stone axes. Neolithic worked flint and a number of 
features, including pits, linear features and a possible shaft or well have been 
recovered from recent excavations by ASE.  

 
4.6.2 There are 23 records within the 1km Study Area that are attributed to the 

earlier prehistoric periods. These are: 
 
 31 Bridle Way (1) Several pieces of struck flintwork were recovered 

during a watching brief at 31 Bridle Way, Telscombe Cliffs, located c. 
1km southwest of the Site. Found in the topsoil, these were clearly 
residual with any evidence of possible archaeological features long 
since destroyed; 

 
 Lower Hoddern Farm, Peacehaven: Fieldwalking (2). Fieldwalking by 

BHAS in 2003 at Lower Hoddern Farm, located c. 400m east of the 
Site, recorded a medium scatter of prehistoric flintwork including tools; 

 
 A programme of systematic fieldwalking  was undertaken on land north 

of Peacehaven, East Sussex (3), in March 2004, c. 1km southeast of 



Archaeology South-East 
Meridian Community Primary School Expansion, Peacehaven, East Sussex 

 
11 

the Site, as part of a larger scheme of archaeological investigation of a 
site proposed as a new water treatment works. Concentrations of 
worked and fire-cracked flint indicated the possible presence of at least 
two areas of prehistoric activity; 

 
 Hoddern Farm: Palaeolithic axes (4). An Acheulian handaxe was found 

near Hoddern Farm, Piddinghoe, c. 800m east of the Site. Another 
Lower Palaeolithic handaxe was found 500m south west of Hoddern 
Farm, located c. 850m east of the Site, 
 

 Steyning Avenue: Palaeolithic axe (5). An Acheulian handaxe was 
found on the east side of Steyning Avenue, Peacehaven in 1959, 
located c. 1.2km south of the Site; 

 
 Phylis Avenue: Mesolithic flints (6). Mesolithic flint implements including 

chippings include cores, scrapers, hollow scrapers, blades, points, 
wedges, hammerstones, fabricators etc. Cooking sites and a working 
site were discovered at Phylis Avenue, located c. 800m southwest of 
the Site; 

 
 116 Phylis Avenue: Mesolithic site (7). Two Mesolithic flint axes were 

found in the garden in c. 1985 c. 800m southwest of the Site, a similar 
axe from Sutton Avenue, located c. 800m south of the Site, was also 
reported. Three evaluation trenches were also excavated at 116 Phyllis 
Avenue in 2012 where a single flake of later prehistoric flintwork was 
recovered. A further archaeological watching brief was carried out 
during the landscaping phase in advance of the construction of four 
new dwellings at the Site in 2013. No archaeological features were 
encountered during the watching brief but a small assemblage of 
Mesolithic flintwork was recovered from the spoil from the badger sett 
along with some fire cracked flint from the top of the sandy natural. 

 
 Chatsworth Park: Mesolithic site (8) A white patinated tranchet axe was 

found during landscaping of a park in c. 1985, located c. 1km west of 
the Site. The bag is labelled 'found in centre of flint concentration' 
suggesting other worked flint was observed; 

 
 10 Stanley Road Flints (9) Two flints recovered from evaluation at 10 

Stanley Road, located c. 500m west of the Site.  
 
 88A Balcombe Road / Hoddern Avenue: Mesolithic flints (10). Large 

concentration of Mesolithic flintwork found in 1970 in Hoddern Avenue, 
located c. 1km southwest of the Site; 

 
 Lower Hoddern Farm: Neolithic / BA site (11). Large concentration of 

worked flint found in August 1970 in ‘valley bottom Hoddern Farm’, c. 
500m east of the Site; 
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 Hoddern Junior School: Mesolithic axe (12) Mesolithic tranchet axe 
found at Hoddern Junior School site in 1970, located c. 1km south of 
the Site; 

 
 Mesolithic flint working site (13). In 1925 (Volume 65), the Sussex 

Archaeological Society reported that in 1846, several sites were 
investigated in Peacehaven that revealed Mesolthic date activity. Site 
‘A’ is located within the Site and revealed Mesolithic flint implements 
and chippings found on sandy parts c. 130'-250' (approx.. 40m – 76m) 
above sea- level. Finds include cores, scrapers, hollow scrapers, 
blades, points, wedges, hammerstones, fabricators etc.  

 
 Hoddern Farm: worked flint concentration (14) located c. 500m east of 

the Site; 
 
 Hoddern Junior School: Neolithic flints (15) Axe thinning flakes are 

reported to have been found at the site, located c. 1km south of the Site 
No further information; 

 
 Tor Road: a Neolithic hoe (16/20) was found on the surface in a field 

located c. 450m east of the Site, where a barrow (one of a group of 
four) once stood. The barrows are shown on the OS map though they 
are now all levelled to the ground; 

 
 A 'blunted axe-like implement' of flint was found at Hoddom Farm (17) 

located c. 500m east of the Site; 
 
 Neolithic leaf-shaped arrowhead and Neolithic lozenge-shaped 

arrowhead (18), both from Piddinghoe, located c. 2km northeast of the 
Site; 

 
 109, Ambleside Avenue: Neolithic axe (19), located 1km south-west of 

the Site; 
 
 Ambleside Avenue: Neolithic axe (21), located c. 1km to the southwest 

of the Site; 
 
 Hoddern Farm : Neolithic axe (22), located c. 500m east of the Site; 

 
 Peacehaven Waste Water treatment Works: Hoddern Farm (23). 

Located just within and adjacent to the Study Area, southeast of the 
Site. Archaeology South-East (2010, Project No. 2835) conducted 
archaeological investigations of Southern Water’s Brighton and Hove 
Waste Water Treatment Works development site. Of this area about 32 
hectares required topsoil stripping and were subject to archaeological 
investigation via ‘strip, map and sample’ procedures, ahead of further 
ground reduction or surface works. Site stripping included a secondary 
phase of subsoil cleaning in order to ensure clear visibility of 
archaeological features. The area revealed archaeological remains 
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dating from the Neolithic to the medieval periods, and is summarised 
below: 

 
Pre-works archaeological evaluation of the site has included 
fieldwalking, a magnetometer geophysical survey of the entire site, 
geo-archaeological investigation of the upper Piddinghoe Valley that 
runs east – west through the site and trial trenching.  
 
The fieldwalking indicated relatively higher concentrations of prehistoric 
(mainly Neolithic and Bronze Age) flintwork in western areas in addition 
to higher concentrations of burnt flint in the areas corresponding with 
two enclosures defined by geophysics in the southern area of the 
development site. Trial trenching of the eastern Enclosure B confirmed 
a prehistoric (Late Bronze Age to Middle Iron Age) date. The 2009 
evaluation of Enclosure A suggested a later use of this area in the Late 
Iron Age and Early Roman period although an excavation to the south 
of the development site demonstrated a series of Middle Iron Age 
enclosures potentially linking with Enclosure A. Little evidence of 
archaeology was noted across other areas of the site at evaluation 
stage but traces of a north-west to south-east aligned trackway were 
identified on the north side of the main valley. Investigation of the valley 
itself included provision of a three dimensional sub-surface 
topographical model of its infilling via a grid of boreholes and indicated 
the presence of a former stream at the base with over 4m of colluvium 
(hillwash accumulation) above, considered likely to date to the Neolithic 
and Bronze Age periods and later. Trial trenching and structured 
collection of artefacts of the upper 2.5m of the valley was consistent 
with a later prehistoric date for the upper colluvium.   
 

Later Prehistoric  
 

4.6.3 Settlement activity increased during the Bronze Age. Several round barrows, 
all Scheduled Monuments (SM), are known from the Peacehaven area, 
including one in the Study Area (Cross Dyke). Middle and Later Bronze Age 
activity is represented by field systems and roundhouses. 

 
4.6.4 Iron Age occupation is represented within the Study Area by recent excavated 

evidence, with evidence for settlement and field systems spanning the whole 
period on Telscombe Tye.  

 
4.6.5 There are nine records within the 1km Study Area that are attributed to the 

later prehistoric periods. These are: 
 

 142 Firle Road: Bronze Age arrowhead (24). Barbed and tanged 
arrowhead found c. 600m southwest of the Site; 
 

 Lodge Hill: Middle Bronze Age axe (25). A bronze palstave, reportedly 
found at Lodge Farm, Newhaven, was deposited on long loan to Lewes 
Museum by Carmarthenshire Museum. The HER notes that there is no 
‘Lodge Farm’ in the Newhaven area. Lodge Hill at TQ 4202 is on 
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Hoddern Farm but the present owner, Mr Wyer, could offer no 
information about the palstave. As far as he knew the farm had always 
been known by its present name; 

 
 Tollgate: Early Bronze Age arrowhead (26). Presumed to be found at 

Tollgate, located c. 600m southwest of the Site; 
 

 Site of a barrow marked on OS 1" 1st Edn, 1813 (27). Located c. 50m 
north of the Site. Ground now mostly built over. The area is now fully 
developed with residential housing; 
 

 Early Bronze Age macehead (28). Found in 1924, during excavations 
for footings of a new bungalow in Telscombe Road, Peacehaven, 
located c. 100m north of the Site; 

 
 The site of three possible barrows (29) marked on OS 1" 1st Edn 1813. 

No visible remains of barrows, located c. 500m west of the Site; 
 

 Deans Farm: Field System (30) A large 'Celtic' field system, located c. 
1.2km northeast of the Site; 

 
 Lodge Hill: Barrow and mill mound (31). Two mill steads on Hodge Hill, 

East and West; East has no mound, located c. 900m northeast from the 
Site; 

 
 The archaeological work undertaken at Peacehaven Waste Water 

treatment Works at Hoddern Farm (32), located c. 1.1km southeast of 
the Site by Archaeology South-East (2010, Project No. 2835) revealed 
a series of rectangular enclosures, round houses and other settlement 
features attributed to the Middle to Late Iron Age. 

 
4.7 Romano-British 
 
4.7.1 The Roman period saw a large degree of continuity in the rural landscape, 

with many downland farming settlements originating in the Bronze and Iron 
Ages continuing to be occupied through the Roman period. A Romano-British 
settlement site is known from the eastern end of Peacehaven, lying to the 
north of the coast road, and recent excavations have recorded evidence for 
early Roman occupation to the south-east of the Study Area. 

 
4.7.2 Two heritage assets of Roman date are recorded on the ESHER within the 

Study Area: 
 

 Glynn Road Romano-British cremations (33). An urn and cooking pot 
dated to the 2nd century, and a Roman tile found over the broken neck 
of a jar were found in 1923. Located c. 200m to the east of the Site; 
 

 88a Balcombe Road: Roman pottery (34) Two sherds of East Sussex 
Ware found July 1970. East Sussex Ware, Rim and base sherd, 
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possibly from the same vessel found in July 1976. Located c. 1.2km to 
the southwest of the Site; 

 
4.8 Medieval 
 
4.8.1 The decline of Roman power in Sussex saw the influx of Germanic settlers 

from across the North Sea. The archaeological record in Sussex is dominated 
initially by cemeteries, a number of which are scattered across the downland. 
Later Saxon settlement tended to avoid the higher slopes, concentrating along 
the river valleys and the Greensand shelf along the foot of the downland 
scarp. The Study Area falls within the land that was controlled from an estate 
situated along the edge of the Ouse valley at Telscombe. These early estates 
formed the basis for the later parishes and manors. It is likely that the Study 
Area itself was used as a mixture of open field arable and common pasture at 
this time, and continued to be used as such throughout the medieval period.  

 
4.8.2 Three heritage assets of medieval date are recorded on the ESHER within the 

Study Area: 
 

 Telscombe (35): The early medieval (Saxon) hamlet of Telscombe, or 
T’itelescumbe’ is located c. 1.2km to the northeast of the Site ; 
 

 Lodge Hill (36) Medieval strip lynchets. Visible on aerial photographs. 
Cultivation terrace, 8m to 11m wide and 300m long, with traces of four 
strip lynchets below, which have been reduced and partly erased by 
ploughing in recent times and which are 2m to 5m in width, and of 
varying lengths. All are now under permanent pasture. Located c. 
1.1km northeast from the Site; and, 

 
 Halcombe Farm (37). A medieval farmstead, known from documentary 

evidence as Horecumbe Farm in 1261. Located c. 800m east from the 
Site. 

 
4.9 Post Medieval  

 
4.9.1 The Telscombe Cliffs and Peacehaven area began to be developed for 

residential use from the 1890s onwards. The Cavendish Land Co. Ltd. began 
building in 1898, but were hampered by various factors, including the 
Coastguard’s refusal to allow shingle to be taken from the beach without a 
Board of Trade licence. The main stimulus was provided in 1915 when 
Charles Neville bought up much of the surrounding land to establish a new 
resort, originally to be called New Anzac-on-Sea in honour of the Australian 
and New Zealand Army Corps’ campaign at Gallipoli, but quickly renamed 
Peacehaven in response to the appalling casualty figures. The area to the 
south of the Site had a military use at this time as a Royal Flying Corps fighter 
airfield carrying out anti-Zeppelin and anti-submarine patrols along the coast. 
Building began in earnest in 1920, and by 1924 Neville had also acquired 
Telscombe Cliffs. By 1927 it had become a thriving town (Bernard 2007). 
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4.9.2 Seven heritage assets attributed to the post-medieval period are recorded on 
the ESHER within the 1km Study Area: 

 
 Halcombe Farmhouse (38) is a 17th century or earlier date Grade II 

Listed Building, located c. 800m east from the Site; 
 

 Hoddern Farmhouse (39) is an L-shaped 18th century Grade II Listed 
Building located c. 700m east of the Site;   

 
 Former Cartshed/Hayloft located c. 30m to the north-east of Hoddern 

Farmhouse (40), is a Grade II, 18th – 19th century, Listed Building, 
located c. 750m east of the Site; 

 
 Large Barn at Hoddern Farm c. 10m to the south-east of the farmhouse 

(41) is a Grade II Listed, 18th century building located c. 750m east of 
the Site; 

 
 Small Barn at Hoddern Farm c. 30m east of the farmhouse (42) is a 

Grade II Listed, 18th century building located c. 750m east of the Site; 
 
 White Cottage (43) is a Grade II Listed, 19th century building, located c. 

1.2km northwest of the Site; 
 
 Former Shepherd's Hut In The Garden of Promises, No 8 Stanley Road 

(44) is a Grade II Listed, 19th century building, located c. 500m west of 
the Site; 

 
 Telscombe Cliffs, (45) WW1 airfield. Fighter airfield used between 1916 

and 1919. The airfield was formed in late 1916 as a response to 
German airship raids on Portsmouth. The landing ground was little 
more than a 1,500ft square area of rough grass with two Bessonneau 
hangars. The Site is located c. 1km southwest of the Site. 

 
Negative Evidence 

 
4.9.3 An archaeological evaluation was conducted on land at Lower Hoddern Farm, 

located .c 600m east of the Site, between the 18th and 19th January 2010 
(46). Six trenches were excavated with a cumulative length of 60m. Four 
trenches consisted of a simple sequence of topsoil and subsoil overlying 
natural brickearth, while the remaining two had a similar sequence but were 
sealed by made ground dumping deposits.  No archaeological features were 
identified and no artefacts were recovered. 

 
4.9.4 An archaeological evaluation was undertaken at 16 Rustic Road, located c. 

800m to the west of the Site (47). Three evaluation trenches were excavated 
on land to the rear of 16 Rustic Road in advance of the construction of a new 
dwelling. All of the trenches were archaeologically sterile of features, and only 
produced a very small number of artefacts. Trench A produced only artefacts 
dating to the 19th to 20th century from the topsoil. 
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4.9.5 An archaeological evaluation excavation was carried out at 1a Stanley Road 
located c. 700m west from the Site (48). Two evaluation trenches were 
excavated, and archaeological monitoring of ground reduction was 
subsequently undertaken across the footprint of the proposed development. 
These excavations revealed no features, deposits or artefacts of 
archaeological significance. 

 
4.9.6 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during ground works relating 

to the construction of a new temporary classroom unit at the Site - Meridian 
Primary School, Roderick Avenue, Peacehaven, by Archaeology South-East 
in 2009 (49). No archaeological finds or features were recovered or recorded. 
The site of the watching brief is thought to have occurred within an area of 
redeposited natural. 

 
4.9.7 An archaeological evaluation was carried out by Archaeology South East on 

land at 270 Arundel Road West, Peacehaven, East Sussex in 2012 (50) 
located c. 1.1km to the southwest of the Site. One trench was excavated in 
the rear garden of a demolished bungalow in advance of a proposed 
residential building. The archaeological trial-trench was found to be negative 
of archaeological features and finds. No obvious truncation of the geological 
horizon was present and the subsoil horizon was intact. The evaluation 
revealed natural geology at a depth of 700-800mm below ground level. 
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5.0 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 
 
5.1 The earliest map evidence reviewed that provided sufficient detail of the Site 

area was the 1840 Piddinghoe Tithe Map (Fig. 3). The accompanying 
Apportionment records that the Site lay within Plot 31 and was utilised as an 
arable field at this time. Plot 31 and the surrounding plots were all owned by 
Lord Chichester and occupied by Jospeh Tompsett.  

 
5.2 The 1873/4 Ordnance Survey mapping (Fig. 4) indicates that the Site had 

changed very little since the 1840s. The only change seen in the 1899 
Ordnance Survey mapping (Fig. 5) is the amalgamation of the smaller field 
divisions. The Site remains unchanged in 1910 (Fig. 6). 

 
5.3 By 1928/1930 (Fig. 7) the surrounding area to the Site had undergone 

considerable residential development with the construction of new houses 
with long rear garden plots, laid out on a new grid pattern of roads. The Site 
however remained undeveloped.  

 
5.4 Development in the area is shown to have increased steadily by 1955 (Fig. 8), 

1963 (Fig. 10) and again by 1971/2 (Fig. 9).  
 
5.5 By 1983, the area in which the Site is located was densely developed with 

residential housing although the Site itself still remained undeveloped.  
Meridian Primary School was constructed by 1990.  
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6.0 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
6.1 A series of aerial photographs were consulted in the East Sussex Record 

Office, the detail was too small to be useful for archaeological purposes. 
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7.0 WALKOVER SURVEY 
 
7.1 A walkover survey by the author was undertaken of the site on 19/02/2016.  

The objective of the walkover survey was to identify historic landscape 
features not plotted on existing maps, together with other archaeological 
surface anomalies or artefact scatters, and also to assess the existence of 
constraints or areas of disturbance that may have impacted upon the 
predicted archaeological resource. The walkover survey was rapid, within the 
parameters of the project, and was not intended as a detailed survey.  

 
7.2 The Site comprises the buildings, hard surface play areas and grassed 

playing field of Meridian Community Primary School, located off Roderick 
Lane in Peacehaven, East Sussex.  

 
7.3 The Site is bound by the rear garden boundaries of residential properties 

fronting Cripps Avenues to the east, Glynn Road to the south, Badgers Field 
to the southwest, Roderick Avenue to the northwest, and by Mount Caburn 
Crescent to the northwest. The southern boundary of Epinay Park and an 
adjoining depot form the northeast Site boundary.  

 
7.4 The Site area is ‘L’ shaped in plan, and is c. 2.1ha in size. The school 

buildings are located to the north of the Site. Two hard surface play areas are 
located immediately to the east of the school buildings (Plate 1), and the 
playing field is located in the southern section of the overall Site area (Plate 
2). Access to Roderick Road and car parking is located to the west of the 
school buildings.  

 
7.5 The school has been built on ground that slopes naturally from north to south; 

the northern half of the Site has clearly been terraced to create two level 
areas, orientated east – west across the width of the school grounds. The two 
hard surface playing areas are located at different levels, reflecting the terrace 
levels to the east of the Site (Plates 3 - 5). Beyond the school perimeter 
towards the north east, the ground level rises noticeably (Plate 6). 

 
7.6 The northern extent of the playing field is likely to contain levelled dumped 

deposits from ground works further to the north of the site (Plates 7 – 9 and 11 
- 13). This was also recorded during an archaeological watching brief for the 
building of the temporary room located in this area (Plate 10) which 
encountered redeposited natural at the northern extent of the playing field.  

 
7.7 The sloping ground level of the grass playing field within the southern part of 

the school grounds is likely to reflect the natural topography in the majority of 
this area. 

 
7.8 No previously unrecorded heritage assets were noted at the Site during the 

walk over survey.  
 
7.9 The Site has no intervisibility with any of the seven listed buildings (38 – 44) 

located within the Study Area, the closest of which (44) lays c. 500m from the 
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Site, due to intervening residential developments and topography. The 
remaining buildings are located c. 750m or further from the Site.  

 
7.10 The area in which the Site is located has been steadily developed since c. 

1955 (Fig. 8), and by 1983 was densely developed as a residential area. The 
substantial changes to the wider setting of the designated heritage assets 
identified in this report further negates any possible setting issues arising from 
the proposed development.   
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8.0 ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE POTENTIAL AND SIGNIFICANCE 
 
8.1 Introduction 
 
8.1.1 A preliminary review of the cultural heritage evidence detailed earlier indicates 

that there are no known heritage assets within the proposed development 
area. 

 
8.1.2 The Site lies within an Archaeological Notification Area and work elsewhere in 

the Peacehaven area has identified the potential for archaeological deposits 
of prehistoric date to exist where not destroyed by modern construction 
activity. 

 
8.1.3 Consequently, it is considered that there is potential for as yet unknown 

heritage assets of archaeological interest (i.e. below-ground archaeological 
remains) to be present within the proposed development area.  

 
8.2 Prehistoric 
 
8.2.1 The results of the research carried out as part of this study have established 

that a high number of prehistoric archaeological deposits and artefacts have 
been found within the 1km Study Area, some of which, a Bronze Age date 
round barrow (27) and an early Bronze Age date macehead (28) have been 
found just to the north of the Site.   

 
8.2.2 Taking the above into consideration, and bearing in mind that the Site is 

located within an Archaeological Notification Area for prehistoric date 
archaeological deposits, the potential of the site to contain as yet unknown 
heritage assets of this date is considered to be high. 

 
8.3 Romano-British 
 
8.3.1 The results of the research carried out as part of this study have established 

that a number of Romano-British remains have been found within the wider 
Study Area, the location of some of these sites, in particular the cremation site 
(33) have been found close to Meridian Primary School. 

 
8.3.2 The potential of the site to contain as yet unknown heritage assets of this date 

is therefore considered to be moderate. 
 
8.4 Medieval 
 
8.4.1 The results of the research carried out as part of this study have established 

that no medieval date sites have been found within the wider study area. 
Given the limited information available the possibility that as yet unknown 
remains of this date may be present on site cannot be discounted.  

 
8.4.2 The potential of the site to contain as yet unknown heritage assets of this date 

is considered to be low. 
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8.5 Post-medieval 
 
8.5.1 The cartographic sources indicate that the Site was likely used for agricultural 

purposes during this period, evidence of which may be encountered at the 
Site.  

 
8.5.2 The potential of the site to contain as yet unknown heritage assets of this date 

is therefore considered to be low. 
 
8.6 Summary of Potential 
 
8.6.1 A desk-based assessment can generally only consider the potential of a site in 

principle. As is the case here, its conclusions usually require testing by 
fieldwork in order to confirm whether remains are actually present and, if this is 
the case, to establish their character, condition and extent and thus indicate 
the weight that ought to be attached to their preservation. It must always be 
acknowledged that remains of a type for which there is no prior evidence may 
be found on a site by fieldwork.  

 
8.6.2 The potential for discovery of new heritage assets has been revealed by a 

review of the known cultural heritage baseline in the immediate vicinity. The 
estimated potential for heritage assets being located within the Site can be 
summarised thus: 

 
 Prehistoric – High 

 
 Romano-British – Moderate 

 
 Medieval – Low 

 
 Post-Medieval – Low 

 
8.7 Preliminary Assessment of Significance  
 
8.7.1 The significance of a heritage asset is ‘the value of a heritage asset to this 

and future generations because of its heritage interest.’ (NPPF 2012, 
Glossary). Given that this desk-based assessment has only been able to 
establish the potential for heritage assets to be present within the Site in 
principle the significance of such assets cannot be conclusively determined at 
the present time. The available evidence from the wider Study Area would 
suggest that any assets present are most likely to be of local to perhaps 
regional significance.  
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9.0 PREVIOUS IMPACTS ON HERITAGE POTENTIAL 
 
9.1 The main impact on heritage potential is derived from the construction of the 

school at the Site which involved terracing into the natural slope of the ground 
in the northern part of the overall Site area. Such impacts would have resulted 
in the truncation of any archaeological deposits in these areas. However, it is 
likely that the downward slope of the grass playing field to the south remains 
un-terraced and reflects the natural ground surface in this area.  

 
9.2 The cartographic sources indicate that the Site was not developed prior to the 

construction of the school and was potentially used for agricultural purposes 
until c. 1928. It is likely that any shallow archaeological features will have 
been disturbed by agricultural practises, however, deeper archaeological 
deposits, should they be present, are less likely to have been subject to 
truncation.  
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10.0 IMPACT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
10.0.1 In considering the significance of the impact of the development on any 

heritage assets that are present it is necessary to understand both the 
significance of the asset and the likely degree of impact (e.g. how much of the 
asset will be destroyed). Although presence/absence and significance of any 
heritage assets on the site is undetermined there is potential for such assets 
to be present. As heritage assets are a fragile and non-renewable resource 
such impacts on them are considered to be adverse. 

 
10.0.2 The proposed development comprises the construction of a new building 

within the northeast area of the Site (shown in Plate 4), a new car parking area 
to the northwest of the main buildings, as well as a new full sized sports pitch 
within the field to the south of the buildings which will require substantial 
terracing into the natural slope of the field.  

 
10.1 Impacts on designated heritage assets 
 
 Physical impacts on designated heritage assets 
 
10.1.1 No physical impacts to designated heritage assets have been identified 

resulting from the proposed construction activities at the Site.  
 
 Setting Issues relating to designated sites 
 
10.1.2 Based upon the research conducted as part of this study, it is concluded that 

there are unlikely to be any setting issues arising from the development at the 
Site. 

 
10.2 Impacts on non-designated heritage assets 
 
 Physical impacts on non-designated heritage assets 
 
10.2.1 The Site lays within Archaeological Notification Area 47 – Epinay Park noted 

for its prehistoric potential and this report concludes that there is potential for 
archaeological deposits to survive at the Site in the location of the grass 
playing field area to the south of the Site. The proposed works therefore have 
the potential to impact upon any subsurface archaeological features that exist 
at the Site in this area, should they be present.  

 
10.2.2 The construction of the building within the northeast of the Site has the 

potential to impact upon any subsurface archaeological features that exist at 
the Site in this area, should they be present. This area has been subject to 
previous truncation, the depth of which are not precisely known. The proposed 
building will require a greater depth of excavation for foundations and services, 
and as such, has the potential to impact up more deeply located 
archaeological remains.   
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10.2.3 The remaining areas in which work is proposed are likely to have been heavily 
truncated during the construction of the school and are considered highly 
unlikely to contain any archaeological deposits.   

 
Setting Issues relating to non-designated heritage assets 

 
10.2.4 Based upon the research conducted as part of this study, it is concluded that 

there are unlikely to be any setting issues arising from the development at the 
Site. 
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11.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
11.1 The assessment has outlined the archaeological potential of the Site and 

examined the effects of existing impacts, and as far as possible, the effects of 
the proposed impacts upon that potential. This assessment is based on a 
desk-based survey of existing information, and cannot therefore be 
considered to be a definitive statement on the presence or absence of 
archaeological deposits in any given area. A site assessed as having low 
potential may still contain unsuspected archaeological deposits. This section 
offers a suggested programme of further fieldwork which will confirm the 
presence or absence of archaeological deposits. It should be stressed that 
these recommendations are for information only and represent the 
professional opinion of Archaeology South-East.  

 
11.2 The assessment has concluded that the Site has high potential for 

archaeological remains of prehistoric date based on the available evidence 
from within the Study Area. The Site also lies within the Epinay Park 
Archaeological Priority Area, designated as such for high potential for 
prehistoric archaeological remains.  

 
11.3 The assessment has determined that that playing field within the southern part 

of the Site area is unlikely to have been previously disturbed by construction 
activities. The proposed development requires extensive ground levelling 
works in this area and if archaeological deposits survive here it is highly likely 
that they will be severely truncated, if not completely destroyed. The 
remaining areas in which work is proposed are likely to have been heavily 
truncated during the construction of the school and are considered highly 
unlikely to contain any archaeological deposits. However, there is potential for 
the construction of the new building within the northeast area of the Site to 
impact up on archaeological remains.  

 
11.4 It is therefore recommended that a trial trench evaluation of the grass playing 

field is conducted ahead of ground works. This would help to establish with a 
greater degree of certainty the presence or absence of any archaeological 
features, and would provide a relatively economical method for establishing 
the character, dating, and degree of preservation of and such deposits. This 
information can then be used to formulate an appropriate further mitigation 
strategy for the Site should it be deemed necessary.  

 
11.5 Should archaeological remains be present and assuming that they are of low 

(local) to moderate (regional) significance and a design solution cannot be 
implemented to ensure their preservation in situ, further mitigation works such 
as a programme of archaeological excavation and recording are likely to be 
required to ensure the preservation by record of any threatened remains. 

 
11.6 The requirement for and scope of any further archaeological work, will be 

determined by the Local Planning Authority (Lewes District Council) and their 
archaeological advisors (East Sussex County Council). 
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Appendix 1 - Summary Table of Heritage Assets (refer to Fig. 1) 
 
No HER Ref. 

No. 
NGR 
(TQ) 

Name and description  Period 

1 MES25731/ 
EES17036 

4038 
0208 

31 Bridle Way, Telscombe Cliffs: PH Flints. 
Several pieces of struck flintwork were 
recovered during a watching brief at 31 
Bridle Way, Telscombe Cliffs. Although 
several pieces of struck flintwork were 
found in the topsoil, these were clearly 
residual with any evidence of possible 
archaeological features long since 
destroyed. Monograph: Brighton & Hove 
Archaeological Society report. 31 Bridle 
Way (2012) Gillingham, M MES25731 31 

Prehistoric 

2 EES14250 4050 
0339 

Lower Hoddern Farm, Peacehaven: Field 
Walking. Fieldwalking by BHAS in 2003 
recorded a medium scatter of Prehistoric 
flintwork including tools. 
Report: Archaeology South-East. ASE1837 
(April 2004) Worrall, S. 

Prehistoric 

3 EES14821  4226 
0162 

A programme of systematic fieldwalking  
was undertaken on land north of 
Peacehaven, East Sussex, in March 2004 
as part of a larger scheme of archaeological 
investigation of a site proposed as a new 
water treatment works. A 10% sample of 
the site was subjected to surface artefact 
collection. Despite poor ground visibility and 
a general lack of archaeological artefacts, 
concentrations of worked and fire-cracked 
flint indicated the possible presence of at 
least two areas of prehistoric activity. 

Prehistoric 

4 MES1827 417 010 Hoddern Farm: Palaeolithic axes. An 
Acheulian handaxe was found early in the 
1939-45 War 600 yds SW by W of Hoddern 
Farm, Piddinghoe, on the surface just 
below the 200 ft contour line. It is 7 1/2" 
long by 4" in greatest width; the wavy 
reversed 'S' edge is not pronounced, and 
the implement has not been rolled. The 
finder, R Atkinson of Hoddern Farm has 
presented it to Lewes Museum. ('Hoddern 
Farm'. TQ 422023 OS 6"; Approx. find spot 
therefore TQ 417010). Another Lower 
Palaeolithic handaxe was found 500 metres 
south west of Hoddern Farm, at 61 metres 
ordnance datum, in an area of Chalk 
geology. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 153 
Hoddern Farm DES8557 

Lower Palaeolithic 

5 MES1828 412 015 Steyning Avenue: Palaeolithic axe. An 
Acheulian handaxe (Brighton Museum No 
R5143) with Micoquian affinities was found 
on the E side of Steyning Avenue, 
Peacehaven. It is made of flint and is 5 1/4" 
long, 3 3/8" wide and 1 1/8" thick. Donated 
by Mrs R MacIntyre, 20 Denton Rise, 
Denton, Newhaven (formerly Miss R Webb, 

Lower Palaeolithic 
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22 Telscombe Road, Peacehaven) who 
stated that the axe was found by friends in 
1959, with whom she had lost contact, and 
she can only confirm that it came from 
Steyning Avenue. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 154 
Coast Road DES8558 

6 MES2047 4074 
0194 

Phylis Avenue: Mesolithic flints. Mesolithic 
flint implements and chippings found in five 
areas (A-D and E at TQ 408025) on sandy 
parts c 130'-250' above sea- level. Finds 
include cores, scrapers, hollow scrapers, 
blades, points, wedges, hammerstones, 
fabricators etc. At site 'C' two cooking sites 
(Ci & Cii) and a working site (Ciii) were 
discovered. Ci (approximately TQ 4049 
0171) covering an area about 50' by 25', 
where the sand is full of cooking stones. 

Mesolithic 

7 MES7248 & 
EES15228/ 
EES15263 

4074 
0194 

116 Phylis Avenue: Mesolithic site. 2 
Mesolithic flint axes were found by Mr 
Atkinson in his garden c.1985, and 
recorded by Eric Holden along with a 
similar axe from Sutton Avenue. 
 
Three evaluation trenches were excavated 
at 116 Phyllis Avenue, Peacehaven, East 
Sussex in 2012. No archaeological features 
were noted in any of the trenches. The 
trenches produced very few artefacts, 
comprising a single flake of later Prehistoric 
flintwork, and 20th century artefacts. 
However, the spoil from a badger set 
located in the northwest corner of the site 
produced a few pieces of Mesolithic 
flintwork and a quantity of fire cracked flint. 
Report: Chris Butler Archaeological 
Services. CBAS 0343 (2012) Butler, K 
 
An archaeological watching brief was 
carried out during the landscaping phase in 
advance of the construction of four new 
dwellings at 116 Phyllis Ave., Peacehaven, 
East Sussex. Ground reduction of 
approximately 200mm, for landscaping, 
was carried out to the rear of the new 
dwellings in the area of a disused badger 
sett using a 360 tracked excavator and a 
1.5m toothless ditching bucket. No 
archaeological features were encountered 
during the watching brief but a small 
assemblage of Mesolithic flintwork was 
recovered from the spoil from the badger 
sett along with some fire cracked flint from 
the top of the sandy natural 
Report: Chris Butler Archaeological 
Services. 0357 (2013) Atkin, D. 

Mesolithic 

8 MES7414 40540 
01950 

Chatsworth Park: Meso site. A white 
patinated tranchet axe was found during 
landscaping of a park in c.1985. The bag is 
labelled 'found in centre of flint 

Mesolithic 
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concentration' suggesting other worked flint 
was observed. The axe is in the ESCC 
archive. Large assemblage of flints in 
ESCC archive recorded by Donna Chuter 
2012  
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556  

9 MES17182/ 
EES14876 

4083 
0237 

10 Stanley Road: Flints. 2 flints recovered 
from evaluation.  The first piece of worked 
flint was a soft hammer-struck bladelet 
fragment, missing its bulbar end. This is 
likely to be Mesolithic in date, and is similar 
to the Type 1 flint recovered from nearby 
excavations at Peacehaven11 The second 
piece was a larger cortical flake, also 
probably soft hammer-struck, and appeared 
to have been burnt or heat-treated. This 
could also be Mesolithic in date, but may be 
later.  
Report: Chris Butler Archaeological 
Services. no.0204 (2011) Butler, K. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 150 
Peacehaven West DES8554 

Mesolithic 

10 MES23692 4076 
0170 

88A Balcombe Road / Hoddern Avenue: 
Mesolithic flints. Large concentration of 
Mesolithic flintwork found by David Atkinson 
in July 1970 in "Hoddern Avenue". Site 
identified on map drawn by Robin Holgate 
in the 1980s. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 

Mesolithic 

11 MES23693 4202 
0217 

Lower Hoddern Farm: Neolithic / BA site. 
Large concentration of worked flint found. 
Large concentration of flintwork found by 
David Atkinson in August 1970 in "valley 
bottom Hoddern Farm". Robin Holgate 
recorded site on a map in 1980s to the 
north of the reservoir at the junction of two 
footpaths. 
 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 
 
Archaeological Notification Area - 153 
Hoddern Farm DES8557 

Mesolithic 

12 MES23687 4079 
0159 

Hoddern Junior School: Mesolithic axe - 
Tranchet axe found. Mesolithic tranchet axe 
found at Hoddern Junior School site July 
1970 by David Atkinson. [1] Donated to 
Barbican House Museum following death of 
Mr Atkinson. Subsequently transferred to 
ESCC archaeology 
Section. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 

Mesolithic 
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13 MES1830/ 
EES9046 

 

408 025 Mesolithic flint working site. Centred TQ 
4145 0241 'A'; TQ 4034 0209 'B'; TQ 4050 
0175 'C'; TQ 4122 0107 'D';) Pygmy flakes 
found. (1) Mesolithic flint implements and 
chippings found in five areas (A-D and E at 
TQ 408025) on sandy parts c 130'-250' 
above sea- level. Finds include cores, 
scrapers, hollow scrapers, blades, points, 
wedges, hammerstones, fabricators etc. At 
site 'C' two cooking sites (Ci & Cii) and a 
working site (Ciii) were discovered. Ci 
(approximately TQ 4049 0171) covering an 
area about 50' by 25', where the sand is full 
of cooking stones. No recognisable pygmy 
flints found. Cii (approx. TQ 4077 0200) 
containing cooking stones but no pygmy 
implements. Ciii (approx. TQ 4062 0210):- 
Me working site containing 8000-10,000 
flakes, cores, etc and some scrapers, 
blades, points etc. but no pygmy 
implements. Also at site 'C' three 
unpolished axes were found. (2) (TQ 4074 
0194 Civ) Three Me scrapers and 
numerous flint flakes found in the garden of 
116 Phyllis Ave by D R Atkinson of that 
address, who retains the finds.  
Serial: Sussex Archaeological Society. 
1846. Sussex Archaeological Collections. 
65/1924/224-241 
Archaeological Notification Area - 150 
Peacehaven West DES8554 

Mesolithic 

14 MES1834 418 023 Hoddern Farm: worked flint concentration. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 153 
Hoddern Farm DES8557 

Mesolithic - 
Neolithic 

15 MES23688 4091 
0161 

Hoddern Junior School: Neolithic flints - 
Axe thinning flakes found - No further 
information. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 

Neolithic 

16 MES1787 412 025 Tor Road: neo hoe: A roughly-hewn flint 
implement (although more carefully chipped 
than many of its class) was found on the 
surface in a field between Newhaven and 
Telscombe, where had formerly stood a 
barrow, one of a group of 4. They are 
shown on the OS map though they are now 
all levelled to the ground. Described under 
the heading of possible agricultural 
implements.  
Archaeological Notification Area – 150 
Peacehaven West DES8554 

Neolithic 

17 MES1836 422 023 A 'blunted axe-like implement' of flint was 
found at Hoddom Farm (TQ 422 023, OS 
6"). The type is similar to a Neolithic axe 
but has a smoothly ground rounded end 
instead of a cutting edge. Probably 
Neolithic, but possibly a Neolithic axe 
adapted. Similar tools were apparently used 
as polishers by Gallo-Roman potters. In this 

Neolithic 
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specimen uniform patination suggests the 
blunting as an original or early feature. In 
Curwen's Collection. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 153 
Hoddern Farm DES8557? 

18 MES1842 42 02 Neolithic leaf-shaped arrowhead and 
Neolithic lozenge-shaped arrowhead, both 
from Piddinghoe, are on display in Brighton 
Museum 
Archaeological Notification Area - 153 
Hoddern Farm DES8557 

Neolithic 

19 MES1831 4060 
0189 

109, Ambleside Avenue: neo axe. A very 
fine and large Neolithic highly polished grey 
flint axe, on display in Brighton Museum, 
(Acc.No. A.4/70), was found in 1968 by Mr 
H Deacon, 146 Firle Road, Telscombe 
Cliffs, in disturbed soil after digging for 
foundations for 109, Ambleside Avenue, 
Peacehaven. Mr Deacon indicated the 
findspot below the front footings of the 
house, at TQ 4060 0189. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 
Listed Building  

Neolithic 

20 MES1847 412 025 Neo flint hoe. A roughly-hewn flint 
implement (although more carefully chipped 
than many of its class) was found on the 
surface in a field between Newhaven and 
Telscombe, where had formerly stood a 
barrow, one of a group of 4. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 150 
Peacehaven West DES8554 

Neolithic 

21 MES23771 4057 
0190 

"Ambleside Avenue": Neolithic axe - Broken 
Neolithic polished axe found. Butt end of 
broken Neolithic polished flint axe found in 
"Ambleside Avenue, Peacehaven" in 1970s 
by David Atkinson. Donated to Barbican 
House Museum following Mr Atkinson's 
death, subsequently transferred to ESCC 
archaeology section. 
 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 

Neolithic 

22 MES25508 417 016 Hoddern Farm : Neolithic axe - Butt end of 
polished Neolithic axe found 

Neolithic 

23 MES18927/ 
MES18928/ 
MES18929/ 
MES18930/ 
MES18931/ 
MES18932/ 
MES18933/ 
MES18935/ 
MES18936/ 
MES18937/ 
MES18938/ 
MES18940/ 
MES18941/ 

4233 
0157 

Peacehaven Waste Water treatment 
Works: Hoddern Farm. Early – Late 
Neolithic features. Concentration of early 
Neolithic pits recorded during excavation.  
The archaeological evidence comprised a 
scatter of pits, with occasional associated 
postholes. Considerable variation in size, 
shape and contents is evident among the 
excavated Early Neolithic pits, although 
many are typified by the presence of 
significant quantities of Early Neolithic 
pottery and struck flint and/or cereal 
processing equipment such as saddle 

Neolithic – Post 
Medieval 
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MES18943/ 
MES18944/ 
MES18945/ 
MES18946/ 
MES18947/ 
MES21849/ 
MES21850/ 
MES21851/ 
MES21852/ 
MES21853 

 
EES14399 

(Eval) 
 

EES14593 
(Excavation) 

querns and rubbing stones that may be 
considered to indicate some form of 
deliberate or structured deposition.  
 
Later Neolithic activity on the site appear to 
be quite different in character to that of the 
preceding Early Neolithic. Very few features 
could be assigned to this period and those 
that have been appear to be fairly widely 
dispersed across the site 
 
EBA Double ditched linear droveway 
recorded during excavation. The droveway 
(TD1) comprises one of the most 
conspicuous features on the site; it can be 
traced for over 500m as it traverses the site 
from east to west, forming a transhumant 
link between the lowland of the Piddinghoe 
Valley and the uplands at the valley 
margins. Furthermore, the route - or at least 
parts of it - appears to stay in use 
throughout the remainder of the Bronze 
Age and subsequent Iron Age, making it 
one of the most durable features in the 
landscape. 
 
EBA Two deep shaft-like pits (Groups 223 
and 238, Fig. 11). Both were situated on the 
north 
side of the Upper Piddinghoe valley, some 
90m apart, on a small ridge formed by two 
rudimentary tributary valleys. Both features 
were superficially very similar, comprising 
sub-rectangular pits measuring between 
2.00 and 
2.60m long, and 1.60m and 1.75m deep, 
with tapered bases. 
 
Two further features located in the north-
eastern corner of the site (Fig. 9: Grid 
Squares I4 and H5) suggest continued 
activity in this area from 
preceding periods. These include a large 
sub-rectangular pit [715] and a smaller 
circular feature [323] (Fig. 12: Groups 252 
and 253). Pit [715] was similar in form to 
pits [910] and [1195] but almost twice the 
size and considerably shallower, measuring 
just 0.50m in depth. A small assemblage of 
Neolithic and Early Bronze Age pottery was 
recovered from the feature. Pit 
[323] yielded a small group of Beaker 
pottery. 
 
Early Bronze Age boundary ditch recorded 
during excavation. A shallow and 
ephemeral ditch (Group 113), to the north 
of the droveway, which yielded a single 
body sherd of probable Early Bronze Age 
pottery, constitutes the only other evidence 
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for land division that may be contemporary 
with this early phase of agricultural activity 
on the site. Such dispersed ditches may fit 
well with a largely open pastoral landscape 
at this stage, with few internal divisions. 
 
Early bronze Age ring ditch / barrow 
recorded during excavation. Possible 
funerary activity on the site is represented 
by a probable round 
(although actually ovoid in shape) barrow, 
Barrow 1 (Group 1) in the far south-western 
corner of the site (Figs. 9 and 10). This 
monument was situated on a low rise near 
the head of the Upper Piddinghoe Valley 
and comprised a slightly ovoid ring ditch 
with a maximum width of c. 1.20m and 
diameter of 17.50m along its long axis, 
measuring up to c. 0.25m deep. No human 
remains were found within the small, ovoid 
pit [390] at the centre of the monument but 
given the acidic geology in this area of the 
site this is not entirely surprising. No dating 
evidence, other than a handful of worked 
flints, was recovered from the feature but it 
has been assigned to this period on the 
basis of its morphology and assumed 
function. 
 
Middle Bronze Age field boundaries 
recorded during excavation. 
 
Small Middle Bronze Age settlement area 
including three timber buildings recorded 
during excavation. 
 
Middle Bronze Age boundary ditches and 
postholes probably relating to stock 
management, recorded during excavation. 
 
Middle Bronze Age cremation cemetery 
focused on droveway crossroads recorded 
during excavation. Several groups of 
probable unurned cremations were 
seemingly clustered around the junction of 
the droveways (TD1, TD2 and TD3; Fig. 18) 
and may represent evidence for a small 
cremation cemetery, although very few 
actually produced calcined bone and may 
be better interpreted as pyre deposits or 
‘token cremations’ for which only a very 
small amount of the calcined bone is buried 
at part of a symbolic funeral rite. 
 
Concentration of Late Bronze Age pits and 
postholes likely representing a roundhouse 
recorded during excavation. A possible 
roundhouse (Building 8), situated at the 
head of one of the tributary valleys, on the 
north side of the main valley system 
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Late Bronze Age 'T' shaped feature 
recorded during excavation. Possibly 
funeral pyre structure. The ‘T’ shaped 
feature (Fig. 24, Group 277) was situated 
south of TD1, (Fig. 22: Grid Square D5) and 
comprised a highly irregular linear feature 
[1349], with a deeper rectilinear pit at its 
western end [1351]. The original form and 
function of this feature remains open to 
interpretation, though it is possible that it 
comprises the remains of a heavily 
truncated rectangular structure. 
 
Late Bronze Age working hollow / activity 
area recorded during excavation. The 
possible working hollow (Fig. 22: Grid 
Square G4; Fig. 25) consisted of a large, 
shallow depression (Group 224) with a 
number of small pits (Groups 
226) and postholes (Group 227) cut into its 
base. Occasional wood charcoal and 
indeterminate cereals and glume bases 
were recovered from environmental 
samples taken from these features hinting 
at a possible link with cereal processing. 
 
Long linear early Iron Age ditch partially 
backfilled with burnt flint recorded during 
excavation. There is virtually no evidence 
on the site for a field system contemporary 
with the developing settlement in the area 
of Enclosure A. Indeed, the only ditch that 
can be definitely assigned to the period is a 
substantial north-south aligned ditch in the 
vicinity of the late Iron Age Enclosure A 
(Group 32). 
 
Small concentration of isolated middle - late 
Iron Age pits recorded during excavation. 
The remainder of the features comprise 
fairly isolated features probably best 
interpreted as sporadic activity within the 
agricultural landscape and include a small 
cluster of pits (Group 182) (Fig. 27: Grid 
Square D3) and a single, isolated feature 
(Group 255) to the north of the main valley 
(Fig. 27: Grid Square F6). 
 
Med Lynchet or Holloway. Medieval Lychet 
or Holloway discovered during 
archaeological works at Brighton and Hove 
Waste Water Treatement Works at 
Peacehaven. 
 
Post medieval features including three field 
boundaries, large quarry pit and a series of 
pits to the south east of the site. 
 
Large concentration of undated features 
including pits and a probable roundhouse 
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discovered on an area excavation to the 
south west of the site. 
 
Report: Archaeology South-East. no. 2835 
(2010) Hart, D 
 
SHINE: Peacehaven: Neolithic Features 
& Bronze Age Features DES11710 
 
SHINE Peacehaven: Bronze Age 
Droveway, Field System and Settlement 
DES11709 
 
Archaeological Notification Area - 776 
Seaview Avenue / Arundel Road 
DES9180 

24 MES23691 4074 
0212 

142 Firle Road: BA arrowhead. Barbed and 
tanged arrowhead found. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 

Early Bronze Age 

25 MES1790 42 02 Lodge Hill: MBA axe A bronze palstave 
found at Lodge Farm, Newhaven, has been 
deposited on long loan to Lewes Museum 
by Carmarthenshire Museum. (1) There is 
no Lodge Farm in the Newhaven area. 
Lodge Hill at TQ 4202 is on Hoddern Farm 
but the present owner, Mr Wyer, could offer 
no information about the palstave. As far as 
he knew the farm had always been known 
by its present name. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 153 
Hoddern Farm DES8557 

Bronze Age 

26 MES1829 4090 
0222 

Tollgate: EBA arrowhead. Barbed and 
tanged arrowhead of flint (BA type) found 
by D R Atkinson. Attempts were made to 
contact Mrs D R Atkinson, 1 6 Phyllis 
Avenue Peacehaven, but she is said to be 
deaf and elderly and is little seen.  
Archaeological Notification Area - 150 
Peacehaven West DES8554 

Bronze Age 

27 MES1851 4148 
0253 

TQ 4148023 approx. Mound (? tumulus) 
shewn. (1) Site of a barrow marked on OS 
1" 1st Edn, 1813. Ground now mostly built 
over. (2) The given siting falls on waste 
ground between developed plots. No visible 
remains of a barrow. 
Archaeological Notification Area Epinay 
Park DES8607 

Bronze Age 

28 MES1832 415 026 EBA macehead. A perforated implement of 
quartzite found at Peacehaven, is in 
Brighton Museum. (1) An EBA perforated 
and double-ended quartzite pebble 
macehead, on display in Brighton Museum, 
Acc No R2610, was donated, 1924, by Mr 
H Dunstall, 23 Essex Place, who found it, 
the same year, in surface soil when digging 
for footings of a new bungalow in 
Telscombe Road, Peacehaven. 
Archaeological Notification Area Epinay 

Bronze Age 
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Park DES8607 
29 MES1853 A 

4102 
0252 

 
B 

4100 
0243 

 
C 

4113 
0241 

?barrows. Three mounds (? tumuli) shown 
at (approx)'A' TQ 41020252; 'B' TQ 
41000243; 'C' TQ 41130241 (1) Sites of 
barrows marked on OS 1" 1st Edn 1813. 
Ground now mostly built over. (2) 'A' falls 
within a garden, 'B' in a field of rough 
pasture and 'C' on a patch of waste ground. 
No visible remains of barrows. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 150 
Peacehaven West DES8554 

Bronze Age 

30 MES16401 4239 
0356 

Deans Farm: Field System - Large 'Celtic' 
field system.  
Archaeological Notification Area Deans 
Farm DES8550 

Early Bronze Age 
to Roman 

31 MES1843 4245 
0264 

Lodge Hill: barrow & mill mound. Two mill 
steads on Hodge Hill, East and West; that 
to the East has no mound. (1) (Approx TQ 
42420266) Windmill stead. Possibly a bowl 
barrow originally. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 667 
Lodge Hill DES9071 

Bronze Age & 
Medieval/Post 

Medieval 

32 MES7168 4182 
0127 

Peacehaven Wtw & Bovis Homes Site: MIA 
enclosed settlement. Series of rectangular 
enclosures, round houses and other 
settlement features recorded by two major 
open area excavations. During a resitivity 
survey and archaeological evaluation in 
advance of a proposed water treatment 
works revealed a subrectangular enclusure 
and associated features. The enclosure 
ditch produced early-mid Iron Age pottery. 
A second similar enclosure was also 
detected 60 metres to the west. The 
regionally important Enclosure B represents 
additional settlement evidence for this 
period. Unfortunately, due to the 
preservation of this enclosure in situ, 
information regarding its development and 
use is limited to the results of initial 
geophysical survey and field evaluation 
only - Archaeology South-East. no. 2835 
(2010) Hart, D. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 776 
Seaview Avenue / Arundel Road 
DES9180 

Middle Iron Age to 
Late Iron Age 

33 MES1852/ 
EES9043 

4158 
0227 

Glynn Road: RB cremations. In digging a 
trench Mr J Woollat of Newhaven found an 
urn and cooking pot, side by side, about 
2'6" below the soil. Both got broken, and 
the pieces were not all retrieved. The two 
vessels are wheel turned, and the pattern 
has been incised with some sharp 
instrument. The urn is of coarse black ware 
and contained charred bones. The latticed 
cooking pot is light grey in colour, and has a 
finer texture. Dated to the 2nd Cent AD by 
Reg.A.Smith of the British Museum.(Sited 
at approx: TQ 4158 0227) (1) Sited from 

Roman 
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plan in Authy 1, but only approximately. 
Present whereabouts of pottery etc. not 
ascertained. (2) About 100 yds S. a Roman 
tile over the broken neck of a jar was found 
in 1923. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 1228 
Glynn Road (east) DES9632 

34 MES23766 4075 
0170 

88a Balcombe Road: Roman pottery. Two 
sherds of East Sussex Ware found July 
1970. East Sussex Ware, Rim and base 
sherd, possibly from the same vessel found 
in July 1976. 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 

Roman 

35 MES21987 4051 
0339 

Telscombe: Early-medieval (Saxon) 
Hhamlet. Telscombe - Titelescumbe AD 
966 BCS 1191 Sawyer 746 King Edgar to 
minster at Winchester grant of land at 
Telscombe [EPN] Church St Lawrence C12 

Early-medieval 

36 MES1845 4273 
0322 

Lodge Hill: med strip lynchets. Md strip 
lynchets, terraces. (1) Visible on APs (2) 
Within the above-given area is one very fine 
cultivation terrace, 8.0 to 11.0m in width, 
some 300.0m in length, with below it traces 
of four strip lynchets, which have been 
reduced and partly erased by ploughing in 
recent times and which are 2.0 to 5.0m in 
width, and of varying lengths. All are now 
under permanent pasture. 
Archaeological Notification Area 
Halcombe DES9727 

Medieval 

37 MES21984 4207 
0295 

Halcombe Farm: Medieval Farmstead 
Documentary evidence - Halcombe Farm - 
Horecumbe 1261 'dirt-farm'  

Medieval 

38 DES1819/ 
1238265 

42050 
02951 

HALCOMBE FARMHOUSE. C17 or earlier 
house. Two storeys. Three windows. Faced 
with flints with red brick dressings and 
quoins. Tiled roof with pentice behind with 
modern glass portion belay this. orizontally-
sliding sash windows. Flint and brick 
chimney breast on north wall. 
Grade II Listed Building 

Post-medieval 
17th C 

39 DES2066 42222 
02340 

HODDERN FARMHOUSE - L-shaped C18 
house. Two storeys and attic. Three 
windows and 2 gabled dormers facing 
north, 5 windows 
and 3 gabled dormers facing east. Faced 
with flints with stringcourse, window 
surrounds and long and short 
quoins all of red brick. Hipped tiled roof. 
Glazing bars intact. Doorway with 
rectangular fanlight and door of 6 
fielded panels set in a later porch. 
Grade II Listed Building 

Post-medieval 
18th C 

40 DES1958/ 
1223346 

42264 
02346 

Former Cartshed/Hayloft About 30 Metres 
to North East of Hoddern Farmhouse. 
Probably a cart shed with granary or hay ft 
above. Late C18 or early C19. Exterior flint 
faced with brick modillion cornice, quoins 

Post-medieval 
18th – 19th C 
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and triangular buttresses. End elevations 
weatherboarded. Half-hipped old tiled roof. 
2 storeys the ground floor open to south 
east. Interior of 5 bays. Framing has some 
diagonal braces. Included for group value 
only. 
Grade II Listed Building  

41 DES1957/ 
1223341 

42240 
02306 

Large Barn at Hoddern Farm about 10 
Metres to South East of Farmhouse. Early 
Cl8 barn of 8 bays extended by 6 bays in 
early C19, the whole forming reputedly the 
second longest barn in East Sussex. 
Grade II Listed Building 

Post-medieval 
18th C 

42 DES1959/ 
1223350 

42259 
02329 

Small Barn at Hoddern Farm about 30 
metres to east of Farmhouse. Late C18. 
Built of flint with red brick dressings. Half-
hipped roof at time of survey covered with 
corrugated metal sheeting. 
Grade II Listed Building 

Post-medieval 
18th C 

43 DES1914 40512 
03288 

White Cottage. 1840 circa. Two storeys. 
Three windows. Faced with Roman cement. 
Central window bay projects slightly with 
gable over. Slate roof. Casement windows 
with dripstones over. Doorway with 
depressed pointed head. 
Grade II Listed Building 

Post-medieval 
19th C 

44 DES1812/ 
1238193 

40869 
02417 

Former Shepherd's Hut In The Garden of 
Promises, No 8 Stanley Road. Small single-
storeyed rectangular building, faced with 
flints with red brick quoins. Hipped tiled 
roof. One window. Fireplace inside, but the 
original bunk-bed is missing. Included as a 
rare surviving example in Sussex of this 
kind of building and for sociological interest. 
Grade II Listed Building 

Post-medieval 
19th C 

45 MES7488 40600 
01700 

Telscombe Cliffs: WW1 airfield. Fighter 
airfield used between 1916 and 1919. The 
airfield was formed in late 1916 as a 
response to German airship raids on 
Portsmouth. The landing ground was little 
more than a 1,500ft square area of rough 
grass with two Bessonneau hangars. 
Accomodation was mainly tents, with some 
officers billeted. The strip was used by 78 
squadron until mid September 1917 and 
then by No. 514 Flight who were disbanded 
in January 1919 when the site was handed 
back to the owners. [1] Officially designated 
as: Marine Operations (Aeroplane) Station 
of No 514 Flight (DH6) of No 42 Squadron - 
and a 6th Brigade Landing Ground (Day). 
SW Area No 10 (Operations) Group, 75th 
wing. 6 aircraft and 47 men were stationed 
there. In 1917 a pair of aeroplane sheds 
were built: 120 feet by 60 feet on a 50 acre 
plot - 500 yards by 500 yards, some 120 
feet above sea level on a gradul slope 
down towards the chanel [2] Initially 
manned by a flight of No.78 Squadron. The 
initial Bessoneaux hangers were replaced 

20th Century 
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with two wooden aeroplane sheds and 
there was a guard house and some 
Armstrong huts by 1919 [3] 
Archaeological Notification Area - 152 
Chatsworth Park / Phylis Avenue 
DES8556 

46 EES14636 4175 
0217 

An archaeological evaluation was 
conducted on land at Lower Hoddern Farm, 
Peacehaven, East Sussex (NGR: 541750 
102191) between the 18th and 19th 
January 2010. The work was commissioned 
by the landowner, Mr Colin Appleton, to 
assess the archaeological potential of the 
site in advance of the replacement of three 
industrial buildings at the site and 
associated infrastructure including road 
modifications. The site lies to the east of 
Pelham Rise on former agricultural land 
that had been converted for light industrial 
use. Six trenches were excavated with a 
cumulative length of 60 metres. Four 
trenches consisted of a simple sequence of 
topsoil and subsoil overlying natural 
brickearth, while the remaining two had a 
similar sequence but were sealed by made 
ground dumping deposits. In one of these 
cases the made ground was associated 
with the construction of a flat area of land 
retained by a wall forming a platform for a 
windmill in use during the 1960’s. No 
archaeological features were identified and 
no artefacts were recovered. 

Negative Evidence 

47 EES15737 4083 
0257 

16, Rustic Road, Peacehaven, East 
Sussex. Evaluation was undertaken at 16 
Rustic Road, Peacehaven by Chris Butler 
Archaeological Services. Three evaluation 
trenches were excavated on land to the 
rear of 16 Rustic Road, Peacehaven in 
advance of the construction of a new 
dwelling. All the trenches were 
archaeologically sterile of features, and only 
produced a very small number of artefacts. 
Trench A produced only artefacts dating to 
the 19th to 20th century from the topsoil. 
Trench B produced no artefacts at all. 
However, four pieces of worked flint were 
recovered from the topsoil in Trench C. The 
evaluation excavation demonstrated that 
there was no in-situ archaeology present at 
the site, and the development was unlikely 
to disturb or damage any archaeological 
remains. 

Negative Evidence 

48 EES17234 4084 
0232 

1 Stanley Road, Peacehaven. An 
archaeological evaluation excavation was 
carried out at 1a Stanley Road, 
Peacehaven, East Sussex in advance of 
groundworks for the construction of a new 
house in the former garden of 1 Stanley 
Road. Two evaluation trenches were 
excavated, and archaeological monitoring 

Negative Evidence 
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of ground reduction was subsequently 
undertaken across the footprint of the 
proposed development. These excavations 
revealed no features, deposits or artefacts 
of archaeological significance. The 
stratigraphy comprised topsoil, removed 
prior to fieldwork commencing, and subsoil 
overlying the natural deposit. Disturbance in 
the trenches was observed in the form of a 
modern cut feature and a tree bowl. Sand 
and sandstone appears to have been 
redeposited along the southeast side of the 
Site. This redeposited natural may omprise 
spoil derived from deep excavations for the 
construction of 1 Stanley Road, or any 
terracing works that occurred within the Site 
or nearby. 
Report: Chris Butler Archaeological 
Services. CBAS 0587 (2015) Russell, C; 
Vine, S 

49 EES14546 41424 
02362 

Meridian CP School, Roderick Avenue, 
Peacehaven, East Sussex. An 
archaeological watching brief was 
undertaken during ground works relating to 
the construction of a new temporary 
classroom unit. No archaeological finds or 
features were recovered or recorded. The 
whole area had been subject to grading and 
levelling relating to the construction of the 
existing school and playing fields during 
the 1980's. Practically this means that 
material has been mechanically graded-off 
to the south to level the area of the playing 
fields slightly and dumped up the hill to the 
north to raise and level the ground in the 
area of the school and playground.  
Report: Archaeology South-East. 4044, 
(2009) Swift,D. 

Negative Evidence 

50 EES15078 4051 
0150 

270 Arundel Road West, Peacehaven. An 
archaeological evaluation was carried out 
by Archaeology South East on land at 
270 Arundel Road West, Peacehaven, East 
Sussex on 20th February 2012 for Alan 
Cooper on behalf of his client. One L-
shaped archaeological trial-trench, 
measuring 8.5m by 2m east-west and 
5.5m by 2m north-south, was excavated in 
the rear garden of a demolished bungalow 
in advance of a proposed residential 
building. The archaeological trial-trench 
was found to be negative of archaeological 
features and finds. No obvious truncation of 
the geological horizon was present and the 
subsoil horizon was intact. The evaluation 
revealed natural geology at a depth of 700-
800mm below ground level. The evaluation 
therefore suggests that the rest of site has 
low archaeological potential. 
Report: Archaeology South-East. 5385 
(2012) Grant, K 

Negative Evidence 
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 EES15204 4049 
0171 

85 Lincoln Avenue, Peacehaven. The 
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society 
were invited to conduct a watching brief of 
the excavation of footings for a front porch 
extension at 85, Lincoln Avenue, 
Peacehaven.The excavation showed 
considerable evidence of having been 
previously disturbed by building work. The 
only find of archaeological significance (fire 
cracked flint) came from the topsoil. There 
was no evidence of features or artefacts 
within the sections. 

Undated 
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Appendix 2: Plates 
 
 

 
Plate 1. Facing northwest across hard surface play areas. 
 
 
 

 
Plate 2: Facing west across playing field. 
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Plate 3: Facing South across hard surface play areas towards the playing field to the 
south of the Site.  
 
 

 
Plate 4: Facing west across hard surface play areas towards the school buildings. 
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Plate 5: Facing northwest across hard surface play areas towards houses on Mount 
Caburn Crescent.  
 
 

 
Plate 6: Facing northwest towards houses on Mount Caburn Crescent.  
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Plate 7: Facing south from hard surface play area 
 
 
 

 
Plate 8: Facing west from southern corner of playing field. 
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Plate 9: Facing north, across the playing field. 
 
 

 
Plate 10: Facing west, across northern extent of playing field. Temporary building in 
the distance.  
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Plate 11: Facing northeast across playing field towards school buildings. 
 
 

 
Plate 12: Facing east across southern extent of playing field, from south-western 
corner of the Site area.  
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0 
 

 
Plate 13: Facing south towards southern access gate leading to Glynn Road.   
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